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NEWS

Huntington hopes to inspire
By Benjamin Millar

Hope Street chief executive Donna Bennett and
Western Bulldogs AFLW star Isabel Huntington.
(Supplied)

Western Bulldogs AFLW star Isabel
Huntington is kicking goals both on and off
the field, joining Hope Street Youth and Family
Services as an ambassador.
The organisation’s ‘Hope Street in Melton’
program has been providing supported
transitional housing for young people and
young families experiencing homelessness,
aiding them with employment, education and
training opportunities as well as social and
recreational development.
Huntington said she is committed to helping
Hope Street achieve its vision for a society in
which all young people and young families

have a safe place to call home, hoping her high
profile sporting role will help raise awareness
of the difficulties many young people face in
securing stable accommodation.
“Being involved in the AFLW has been an
incredible experience, the league has had an
amazing impact for society in general, and for
the advancement of social causes,” she said.
“There are so many social causes that my
role as an AFLW footballer enables me to
support, including the meaningful work of
Hope Street Youth and Family Services who
provide holistic services to vulnerable young
people experiencing or at risk of experiencing
homelessness.”
Hope Street chief executive Donna Bennett

said the organisation is thrilled to welcome
Huntington as an ambassador, predicting her
enthusiasm and tenacity will inspire other
young women to follow their dreams.
“I have no doubt young women will be
inspired by Izzy as they will see a young woman
who is going for what she wants in life and
achieving this,” she said.
“Ending youth homelessness takes a
community effort and Hope Street is proud
to be in partnership with the City of Melton
through providing an industry-leading
service model designed to respond to youth
homelessness via a placed-based approach that
assists young people … find their pathway out
of long-term homelessness and disadvantage.”

Briefs
Crackdown on hoons
A police crackdown on hoon driving
in the Melton area has nabbed 75
drivers for a range of offences.
Melton and Brimbank Highway
Patrol followed their February
18 blitz with another operation
on February 26, impounding six
vehicles and processing 75 people
for 80 offences including 32 for
speeding, 10 for being disqualified,
suspended or unlicensed and
six for drug driving. One of the
impoundments followed a driver
being detected driving at an alleged
speed of 127km/h in a 60km/h
zone on Rockbank Middle Road in
Caroline Springs.

Trafficking charge
A 47-year-old Aintree woman has
been charged with possessing
a handgun and trafficking a
commercial quantity of ice
following a series of raids
across Melbourne’s north and
west. Police seized more than
$160,000 in cash, a handgun, a
Lamborghini, a BMW, a Mercedes
AMG, more than 1.5 kilograms
of methyl-amphetamine, 350
grams of amphetamine, watches
valued at $30,000 and $40,000
in designer clothing. Detective
Inspector Melissa Sullivan said a
47-year-old Aintree woman and
three others were arrested as part
of the operation and charged with a
series of offences. “The arrests and
seizures will significantly disrupt
the drug supply and trade within
the northern and western suburbs.”
Anyone with information about
drug activity is urged to contact
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000
or submit a confidential report to
www.crimestoppersvic.gov.au

Air pollution scrutiny
Victorian residents are being
encouraged to make a submission
to an inquiry into the health
impacts of air pollution in
Victoria. The Legislative Council’s
Environment and Planning
Committee has set up the inquiry
to try and determine what can be
done to minimise the impacts from
pollutants. Submissions are due
by April 2, with public hearings
to be held in May and June. A
final report will be presented in
Parliament in August.
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